
12

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT COURSE OFFERINGS
Graduation Requirement: None

COURSES LENGTH 9 10 11 12
Animal Science Semester 1 or 2 E E
Exploring Agriculture Semester 1 E E
Conservation & Forestry Semester 1 E E E
Agriculture Advanced Studies Semester 1 or 2 E E
Horticulture & Greenhouse Mgt Semester 1 or 2 E E
Landscaping Semester 2 E E
Leadership in Agriculture Semester 1 E E
Wildlife Management Semester 2 E E
Agriculture Marketing for Profit Semester 1 E
DEPARTMENT CONTACT: Mr. Ryan Holle

A. Global Agricultural Systems
 Students will learn about the role of food, fiber, and natural 

resource systems in their lives and the lives of others around 
the world.

B. Technology/Information
 Students will demonstrate the ability to access information 

from multiple sources, synthesize the information, and use it 
for the technological improvement and stewardship of food, 
fiber, and natural resource systems.

C. Leadership
 Students in Wisconsin will learn about leadership as it affects 

individuals, organizations, and systems in food, fiber, and 
natural resources enterprises.

D. Agriscience/Production
 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the scientific 

principles and societal implications involved in the production 
and processing of food and fiber as well as in the ornamental 
horticulture industry.

E. Ecology/Environment
 Students will understand the relationships between natural 

resources, ecological processes, and the production and 
processing of food and fiber.

F. Business Management and Marketing
 Students will learn about the operations and economic impact 

of agricultural business in a world economy.

AGRICULTURE

• Courses offered are highly beneficial to everyday life and 
contribute to the development of lifelong skills. 

• Agriculture courses develop the skills necessary for numerous 
careers and hobbies.

• Membership in FFA provides outstanding leadership activities 
including local, state and national leadership conference 
participation.

• Selected courses require a course fee for materials/supplies.

E = Elective Course

All course descriptions are listed in alphabetical order.

Prerequisite: Successful completion of six agriculture classes AND consent of the department
Description: A one-semester course which allows an individual to do additional study in an area of interest which has no further course 
offering. Recommended to students interested in developing and working on an advanced project under the supervision of a teacher. 
Interested students must apply. Applications are available in the Agriculture Department and include a written statement of the intended 
goals along with a developed plan of activities. Projects may include repair of mechanical equipment, propagation of plants, in-depth 
animal studies, veterinary studies, conservation and land management projects. Applications are submitted to the Agriculture Department 
and must be approved before acceptance into the program. Not all applications are approved.

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Exploring Agriculture or another agriculture course
Description: A one-semester elective course in basic marketing procedures for agricultural commodities and related products. 
Recommended to students who are interested in marketing, sales and public relations. Students will learn concepts in the creation of 
products to be marketed in the agricultural industry, future markets and farm law as well as consumers and their references in marketing 
techniques. The FFA test plot is used as a basis for record keeping and public relations, computer programs are used for record keeping 
and other tasks, and classroom projects and public speaking are required.

AGRICULTURE ADVANCED STUDIES
COURSE #: 788 or 789 LENGTH: Semester 1 or 2 GRADE LEVEL: 11, 12 CREDIT: 0.5 

AGRICULTURE MARKETING FOR PROFIT
COURSE #: 792 LENGTH: Semester 1 GRADE LEVEL: 12 CREDIT: 0.5 

WISCONSIN ACADEMIC STANDARDS

GENERAL INFORMATION

AGRICULTURE COURSES

Prerequisite: Frosh/Soph (None) Junior/Senior (consent of the department)
Description: This one-semester elective course focuses on the best methods of animal care, whether caring for a pet or for an animal 
for profit. It also helps students determine the best breeds of animals to suit their needs and likes. Students practice animal handling, 
feeding techniques, grooming, raising, managing, and basic veterinary care. Students learn how to take animals’ temperature and 
heartbeat, suture, and to give required shots. They gain valuable knowledge on tools that are necessary for animal growth, care and 
management. Students also enjoy a day field trip to local producers in the area whom share their expertise of their animals.  Guest 
speakers and animals are an important part of this class along with field trips and daily activities.  Note: This course does not count 
as a science credit.

ANIMAL SCIENCE
COURSE #: 781 or 786 LENGTH: Semester 1 or 2 GRADE LEVEL: 9, 10 CREDIT: 0.5 
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https://www.wicareerpathways.org/Students/Clusters/Agriculture-Food-NaturalResources
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Prerequisite: None
Description: This one-semester elective is a hands-on course designed for students who are interested in the outdoors including the 
forest and surrounding environment.  Preservation and conservation of natural resources are included. This course will emphasize 
natural resources and the conservation of those resources. Emphasis will be placed on making the student aware of what is happening 
to the resources around us and what our responsibility is to preserve those resources. Topics will include physical and species 
related tree identification, forest identification, forest preservation, fish and wildlife preservation and their effects on the environment, 
water conservation, soil conservation, chain saw safety, urban forestry management techniques, and recreational outdoor activities.  
Recommended to students with an interest in the outdoors and preservation of our natural resources, or students planning to enter a 
career related to the outdoors.

CONSERVATION & FORESTRY
COURSE #: 772 LENGTH: Semester 1 GRADE LEVEL: 10, 11, 12 CREDIT: 0.5 

Prerequisite: Frosh/Soph (None) Junior/Senior (consent of the department)
Description: This is a one-semester elective course that gives an overview of the field of agriculture. Emphasis will be placed on getting 
the student interested in a particular field of the agriculture industry in which he/she will continue his/her education. Students will learn 
about the agriculture field and its importance to our society today and in the future. Any student interested in plants, animals, wildlife, 
forestry, all agricultural products, or other agriculture related fields is encouraged to take this course. This course is designed to aid 
any student with an interest in the agricultural industry. Activities included in this course will involve local, state and national agricultural 
product work, career exploration, leadership, FFA, forestry and wildlife, plant and soil science, gardening, animal science, and food 
science. If you enjoy a fast paced, hands-on learning environment involving agriculture, this class is for you. 

EXPLORING AGRICULTURE
COURSE #: 762 LENGTH: Semester 1 GRADE LEVEL: 9, 10 CREDIT: 0.5 

Prerequisite: None 
Description: This is a one-semester elective course that involves extensive study in various areas of horticulture along with an in-depth 
study of careers in the horticulture industry. Students will do hands-on activities involving germination, growth, plant reproduction and 
propagation, gardening and garden planning, annual flower production, and plant identification. They will also become acquainted 
with computer landscape design and computer gardening design programs. The students will have opportunities to develop seasonal 
projects related to horticulture and the industry. Students will be able to accomplish all of these activities at the high school greenhouse, 
which will allow them to grow and manage our parent house plants, hanging baskets, flats of flowers and vegetables. This state of the 
art facility provides a conducive environment for the study, growth, and management of plants. Students will grow, care and manage 
over 7500 plants during their semester of learning. This course will emphasize the basic concepts in the horticulture industry. The 
student will gain hands-on knowledge in many aspects of the horticulture industry. Students will have the opportunity to also focus on 
the creation of wreaths, center pieces, corsages, decorative baskets with fresh cut flowers, as well as dried flowers.  They will also be 
involved in the production and marketing of these projects. If you enjoy a hands-on, performance based environment centered around 
an outside learning environment and our greenhouse, Horticulture is perfect for you.

HORTICULTURE AND GREENHOUSE MANAGEMENT
COURSE #: 782 or 787 LENGTH: Semester 1 or 2 GRADE LEVEL: 10, 11, 12 CREDIT: 0.5 

Prerequisite: None
Description: This one-semester elective course focuses on landscaping principles and concepts. This course also includes the 
growth, care, and management of plants used in the landscape.  These plants are grown in the high school greenhouse which allows 
students to gain valuable experience regarding the growth, care and management of plants.  Students use computer software, design 
landscaping plans, and make 3-D models. They understand the importance of proper landscape plant selection and plant utilization. 
Students learn how to plan, install, and maintain their landscaping. Students will be responsible for installation and maintenance of the 
high school landscape, as well as other local projects.  Tree, shrub, and flower identification are also included to provide the student 
with background knowledge of necessary plants that are utilized in the landscape. Field trips, guest speakers, and indoor and outdoor 
projects are part of this hands-on class. If you enjoy working in the outdoors with your hands and enjoy a truly performance based 
educational opportunity, landscaping is the class for you.

LANDSCAPING
COURSE #: 784 LENGTH: Semester 2 GRADE LEVEL: 10, 11, 12 CREDIT: 0.5 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of an Agriculture course or consent of the department 
Description: This one-semester elective course is designed to aid any student interested in wildlife or a related career field. Activities 
included in the course will be career exploration, along with job entry skills and the maintenance required to keep the job. Students 
will investigate the ethical, legal, and safety areas in reference to wildlife management and hunting. Any student interested in wildlife, 
hunting, and wilderness is encouraged to enroll. This hands-on, outdoor elective course will emphasize general wildlife and game 
management, wilderness survival, species identification, and proper, safe hunting practices. Students will have the opportunity to work 
with DNR professionals in various locations, as well as enjoy a day trip to Rushing Waters and Kettle Moraine State Park. Additional 
focus will be directed toward career opportunities through hands-on activities, field trips, guest speakers and classroom discussions.

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
COURSE #: 785 LENGTH: Semester 2 GRADE LEVEL: 11, 12 CREDIT: 0.5 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Exploring Agriculture or another agriculture course 
Description:  This one-semester elective course emphasizes skills needed for positions of leadership and the ability to excel. This student 
driven course addresses the importance of establishing personal and team values, leadership styles, goal setting, group dynamics, 
motivation, professional etiquette, job skills, communication, and a variety of other skills. Self-reflection is a powerful component of 
the class and it will be up to the student to take a good long look at themselves as a person in the past, now, and into the future.  We 
will also be focusing on ways to build strengths and weaknesses, all while enjoying a fun teachable atmosphere. If you enjoy a fun, 
teachable environment with a great deal of self-reflection and personal development, Leadership is the class for you. 

LEADERSHIP IN AGRICULTURE
COURSE #: 793 LENGTH: Semester 1 GRADE LEVEL: 11, 12 CREDIT: 0.5 

http://www.gtc.edu/college-connection-high-school-college
http://www.gtc.edu/college-connection-high-school-college

